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CHAPTER IV.

THE MISSION IN MUTTEA.

THIS city lies a few miles to the west of Agra, on the
road to Delhi. Only a short time elapsed before the
spirit of disaffection and revolt, which spread through
the country immediately after the catastrophes at Mee-
rut and Delhi, threatened the safety of Muttra. It
was a place peculiarly exposed to attacks, inasmuch as
the sepoy troops proceeding from the various stations
in which they had mutinied to the common focus,
Delhi, naturally felt exceedingly inclined to pay a visit
to a city so opulent as this was known to be. In fact,
on several occasions after the first outbreak, bodies of
mutineers actually entered Muttra, and were only kept
from sacking the houses of the rich natives by the pay-
ment of a large sum of money, and by the curse which
the Mahant (a very sacred personage amongst the
Hindoos) held over them, that if they destroyed such a
venerated city, whose sanctity had been for aged past
recognised by the entire Hindoo race, from the north to
the south of India, no prosperity would attend them
in any of their enterprises.

On the 30th May, the Lieutenant-Governor sent two
companies of native troops from Agra to Muttra, for